
East Fairfield 

United Methodist Church 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Thursday, April 17, 2019 

7:00 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Deb Quillen 

 

“Working, playing, and praying together on our faith journey,  

 to share Jesus Christ with everyone.” 
 

 

45675 State Route 558 
New Waterford, OH 44445 



EAST FAIRFIELD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Maundy Thursday Service – Thursday, April 17, 2019   7:00PM 

 

THE VIGIL OF DARKNESS 
 

MEDITATION BEFORE WORSHIP 
"Tenebrae" was first celebrated in the fourth century. The word "Tenebrae" means "darkness."  

In this service, eight candles are gradually extinguished, symbolizing the flight and denial of the 
disciples and friends of Jesus after the crucifixion. A ninth candle, symbolizing Christ, remains 

lighted throughout the service; the light of Christ can never be extinguished. In that light we find 

forgiveness and fellowship in communion with our Lord. 
 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP                                              (Isaiah 53:2-5) 

For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of 

dry ground; he had no form or comeliness that we should look at 

him, and no beauty that we should desire him. He was despised and 

rejected by men; a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as 

one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we 

esteemed him not. Surely, he has borne our griefs and carried our 

sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and 

afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 

for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that made us 

whole, and with his stripes we are healed.  
 

HYMN               “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                   #452 
 

THE INVOCATION AND PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Let us pray. Oh God, this is a night filled with memory and hope. Let 

us remember. 

And so we remember that we are made of clay, molded in your 

image. 

We think about yesterday and sigh and we are anxious about 

tomorrow. 

May your presence fill the room and remove the guilt of 

yesterday and give us purpose for tomorrow.  Remind us again 

that we are accepted. 

Make our acceptance of ourselves and each other complete, through 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

OFFERING  OUR GIFTS TO GOD 

DOXOLOGY / PRAYER OF THENKSGIVING 
 

THE SERVICE OF CANDLES 

 

THE FIRST LIGHT-THE DARKNESS OF BETRAYAL 

HYMN                    “Be Still, My soul” (vs. 1 & 3)               #534 

THE FIRST LIGHT IS EXTINGUISHED 



THE SECOND LIGHT-THE DARKNESS OF DESERTION 

Jesus said to them: "You will all fall away because of me this night. " 

Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away. 

Jesus said to them: "Truly I say to you, this very night before the 

cock crows you will deny me three times. "  

Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you. 
 

 THE FELLOWSHIP OF COMMUNION 
 

We have seen ourselves in the darkness of the night, but the table is 

prepared and the host awaits. Let us join our brothers and sisters in 

this fellowship. 

This is what we have been looking for. The waiting and hoping is 

over. Let us now celebrate.  
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

PASTORAL PRAYER / OUR LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 

THE SECOND CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 

 

THE THIRD LIGHT- THE AGONY OF THE SPIRIT 

ANTHEM                   “Jesus, Gentle Lamb”                             Choir 

THE THIRD CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 

 

THE FOURTH LIGHT-THE DARKNESS OF 

MISUNDERSTANDING 

HYMN               “Just as I am, Without One Plea” (vs. 1, 2, 3, 6)   #357  

THE FOURTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 

 

THE FIFTH LIGHT-THE DARKNESS OF BROKEN TRUST 

“Then Jesus’ disciples said, “Now you are speaking clearly and 

without figures of speech. Now we can see that you know all things 

and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you questions. 

This makes us believe that you came from God.” 

“Do you now believe?” Jesus replied. “A time is coming and in fact 

has come when you will be scattered, each to your own home. You 

will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with 

me." (John 16:29-32)  

Lord, when have we left you alone? 

"I am not alone, for the Father is with me. I have said this to you, 

that in me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation; 

but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. " 

Lord, when have we left you alone? 



HYMN             “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” (vs. 1-3)       #420 

THE FIFTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 

 

THE SIXTH LIGHT- THE DARKNESS OF DISUNITY 

 A LITANY FOR UNITY 

Lord, we are all your servants here, all striving to be united in Christ, 

yet unable to unite with each other. We are able to read and speak the 

words of Paul: 

"Do your best to preserve the unity which the spirit gives, by the 

peace that binds you together. There is one body and one spirit, 

just as there is one hope to which God has called you. There is one 

Lord, one faith, one baptism. There is one God and Father of all 

people, who is the Lord of all, works through all and is in all. " 

But the meaning of the words is lost in our disputes over our 

differences. We have spent many years pointing out how each group 

differs from the other. Let us now give equal time to our similarities. 

We follow Christ that we might find you, God. He is the path you 

set for us to walk, but we cannot tread that path alone. 

We need guidance from you and from each other. 

We follow the same path, the same teacher, the same God. Help 

us to respect our differences and work toward the oneness that 

we have in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

 

THE SIXTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 

 

THE SEVENTH LIGHT-THE DARKNESS OF LIGHT 

"And this is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and 

people loved darkness rather than light. "  (John 3:19) 

SILENT MEDITATION 

REFLECTION 

THE SEVENTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 

 

THE EIGHTH LIGHT- THE DARKNESS OF THE CROSS 

HYMN       “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (vs. 1)            #286 

REFLECTION 

HYMN       “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” (vs. 2)            #286 

REFLECTION 

THE EIGHTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 

EXIT OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

PLEASE EXIT THE CHURCH IN SILENCE. 


